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Malawi decision to forego hosting the African Un-

ion Summit if Al-Bashir attends…a further Indi-

cation of net closing in on Africa’s Despots 

Symbolic gestures are powerful tools in 

bringing about social and political 

change. These gestures are powerful for 

what they represent and increasing in-

dividual empathy for, personal stake in, 

and raising awareness and knowledge 

on an issue. The decision by Malawi to 

forego hosting the African Union Sum-

mit and commitment to arrest Omar 

Hassan Al-Bashir if he sets foot in Mala-

wi is a clear symbolic gesture meant to 

communicate their stance against viola-

tion of human rights. Malawi ratified the 

Rome Statute, (in 2002) that gave birth 

to the International Criminal Court, and 

in spite of an A.U consensus not to 

abide by the ICC indictement, Malawi 

seems serious about its commitments 

under the Rome Statute. 

 

In July 2008, the criminal court alleged 

that Al- Bashir bore individual criminal 

responsibility for genocide, crimes 

against humanity, and war crimes com-

mitted in Darfur. Bashir stands accused 

of masterminding and implementing a 

plan to decimate the three main ethnic 

groups: The Fur, The Masalit and The 

Zaghawa using a campaign 

of murder, rape and deportation. Al-

Bashir was issued a warrant of arrest 

which is supported by NATO, the Geno-

cide Intervention Network and Amnesty 

International. 

 

Malawi‟s action, has a lot of symbolic 

meanings, but also has actual and real 

repercussions for Bashir and his ilk, in 

as far as their crimes are concerned and 

their ability to go scot free in spite of 

them. In this regard, Malawi joins a 

host of other African Nations, which are 

signatories to the Rome Statute, which 

have also barred Al-Bashir from step-

ping on to their shores. These countries 

include, Uganda, Kenya (for a return 

visit in, The Central African Republic 

(CAR), and Zambia, while countries like 

Botswana and South Africa have made 

it clear that they will uphold their ICC 

responsibilities should Al Bashir visit 

their countries. In November 2011, 

Kenya's High Court Judge Nicholas Om-

bija ordered the Minister of Internal Se-

curity to arrest al-Bashir, "should he set 

foot in Kenya in the future". Al Bashir 

had been invited to a ceremony for Ken-

ya‟s new constitution in August 2010. 

 

In October 2011 Al-Bashir was in Malawi 

for the Common Market for Eastern and 

Southern Africa heads of state meeting. 

His visit triggered international criticism 

and condemnation after the late Presi-

dent of Malawi, Bingu Wa Mutharika ig-

nored international calls to bar him from 

coming to Malawi. With passing on of 

Wa Mutharika and the assendency of 

President Joyce Banda, It is clear that 

the wave is shifting in terms of account-
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ability where crimes against humanity are concerned. The bold stance taken by 

President Banda will signal a paradigm shift from the blind (often mistaken) pan 

Africanist loyalties to more objective, democratic and constructive reasoning and 

actions from policy makers. Perpetrators of human rights should face the full wrath 

of the law despite their political might and who their friends are on the continent. 

 

The international community has adopted a firmer stance against human rights vi-

olations at a global level. The enforcement of International treaties and covenants 

is among the tools at the disposal of the international community in ensuring that 

government and individuals respect human rights world over. In Zimbabwe some 

companies and individuals have been placed on Sanctions following the role they 

played in violating human rights, and in crushing a legitimate opposition that had 

become a real threat to ZANU PF‟s hold on power. Zimbabwe has continued to defy 

the calls for the respect of human rights and has been in political and diplomatic 

quarantine for years. Isolation from the international community impedes econom-

ic and social growth of a nation in an era of globalization. The formation of the in-

clusive government gave hope and optimism for economic recovery, political sta-

bility and growth but the inclusive government has not been able to fulfill the glob-

al political agreement and as such has failed to deliver on some milestones for pro-

gress that could impact on the observance of human rights. The slow pace of the 

constitution making process, the continued violence and intimidation and the state 

striping of people‟s property under the disguise of indigenization are handy exam-

ples. 

 

President Banda should be commended for taking a bold stance and standing firm 

inspite of the possibilities of political attacks from Bashir‟s fellow despots on the 

continent.  Malawi‟s actions, when aggregated together with other developments 

on the continent, like the Land mark South African North Gauteng High Court Rul-

ing compelling prosecuting and policing authorities to investigate allegations of hu-

man rights violations in Zimbabwe from 2008, clearly show that spaces to hide for 

human rights violators and despots is shrinking. They bear testimony that impunity 

in the world must come to an end for no-one can claim the infallibility. The victims 

of human rights violations will receive a clear message: „they are not ignored and 

the perpetrators will receive a clear message: There will be no impunity.‟ 

 

Leaders with records of human rights violations should know that one day the long 

arm of the law will catch up with them. It might not be a local arm, but it will still 

be the long arm of the law and justice.  
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Service delivery scare in Chitungwiza 

Over the last decade, the Chitungwiza Municipality has been failing to meet the 

expectations of the residents. This has been largely because, like every other facet 

of the country, the Municipality was seriously affected by economic challenges. 

During these challenging times Municipalities elicited sympathy by claiming that 

their hands were tied behind their backs by the limited fiscal space within which 

they had to manoeuvre.  However, with the advent of the multi-currency system, 

which ushered in relative economic stability, many residents are asking the City 

Fathers to come up with robust strategies to overhaul aged and dilapidated infra-

structure and improve service delivery in Chitungwiza. Evidently, the defence of 

an unstable currency or limited fiscal space is no longer sustainable and naturally 

service delivery is expected to improve yet authorities remain sitting on their lau-

rels and forgetting to upgrade the infrastructure in line with an ever-expanding 

population. 

 

Raw sewage, water cuts, dilapidated  roads, burst water and sewer pipes, run-

down buildings, blocked public toilets, neglected community facilities and non-

functioning street lights are all  part of the Chitungwiza challenge which the local 

authority has failed to deal with. The stench of sewage hangs over parts of Chi-

tungwiza, Zimbabwe's third largest and fastest growing satellite town. Its sewer-

age facilities are failing to cope with rapid population growth, spurred by rural-

urban migration over the years. In 1992, it was home to 500,000 people. At the 

last census in 2002, nearly 900,000 lived there. 

 

 Chitungwiza's sewerage treatment plant has been handling much more waste 

than the maximum 18 million litres a day it was designed for. The raw sewage is 

now overflowing into the Manyame and Nyatsime Rivers which are all tributaries of 

Lake Chivero, the main source of water for the Chitungwiza and Harare.  

 

In an interview with the Crisis Report team. Evidence Mpofu a resident of Chi-

tungwiza for more than a decade lamented that the state of service delivery in 

Chitungwiza, 

“Chitungwiza has become a hell house to us the residence. Nothing is being 

done to improve the situation. Day in day out, we have to endure the stench 

of sewage which hangs over the area. There is no notification of water cuts 
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and the recently appointed Chitungwiza Municipality Rescuscitation team  is 

doing nothing to improve the situation. We need a permanent Municipality 

which is there to help us and not destroy us. We do not want to see a repeat 

of cholera outbreaks that saw many lose their lives.” 

 

The above situation has raised fears of another cholera epidemic similar to the 

2008-2009 one which resulted in an estimated death toll of about 4 232 people out 

of the 98 531 reported cases. The Municipality officials have become more con-

cerned with lining their pockets than providing services to the people.  During the 

Godfrey Tanyanyiwa era the former Town Clerk of the Municipality, hundreds of 

pipes which were meant for repairing the sewer system were stolen and have not 

been recovered up to now. The Municipality is now more concerned with giving 

huge salaries to top management while residents are getting a raw deal in terms of 

service delivery. 

 

The people of Chitungwiza have suffered tremendously because of mismanage-

ment and corruption of the local Municipality. Normality should be restored to the 

people   of Chitungwiza so that they can start to experience a better standard of 

living where there is clean water, electricity and better sewerage infrastructure. Mr 

Admire Zaya, a representative of the Chitungwiza Progressive Residence Associa-

tion in his comment said: 

“As residents of Chitungwiza we want the team led by Acting Chitungwiza 

Town Clerk, Fungai Mbedza, to end its tenure such that we have a perma-

nent Municipality which advocates for a better lifestyle for the people of Chi-

tungwiza as there is a serious need for return of normal provision of clean 

water, collection of refuse, proper chlorination of water and the immediate 

repair of busted sewage pipes.” 

 

The state of the service delivery system in Chitungwiza is however similar to what 

is happening in most of the residential areas across Zimbabwe. There is need for 

the Municipalities to have an appreciation of the right to livelihood and healthy liv-
ing conditions. Municipalities must be reminded giving communities better services 

is the best way to give people the right to life. It is grossly dehumanising and ex-
tremely degrading to expose rate-paying residents to calamitous living conditions 

in the manner in which Chitungwiza residents are exposed. A robust and expedient 
approach is needed to address the crises highlighted herein.  
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ZLHR challenges ZINARA’s decision... 

... as scraping of licensing deadline causes confusion 

and public outcry  

Ms Rose Gomo through the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) on Thursday the 7th of 

June 2012 filled an urgent High Court Application seeking to stop Zimbabwe National Roads Asso-

ciation (ZINARA) from unilaterally scraping the 30 day deadline extension for new license discs 

to the 30th of June 2012. 

 

The High Court application seeks to stop the police from fining, arresting and impounding vehi-

cles whose licence discs expired on May 31 this year until June 30.  The application also seeks to 

bar council from towing and clamping all vehicles without licence discs.   

 

ZLHR lodged the appeal after ZINARA communications manager Mr Augustine Moyo, on Tuesday 

6 June 2012 announced that the parastatal had scrapped the 30 June 2012 vehicle licensing dead-

line extension  barely a week after granting reprieve to motorists. The decision has sparked an out-

cry from motorists and lawyers who have described it as illegal and tantamount to extortion. ZLHR de-

scribed the move as insensitive, illogical and in breach of the Vehicle Licensing and Registration 

Act.  

 “Any person who, in respect on any vehicle owned by him, fails to pay the appropriate fee in 

respect of a licence or exemption certificate relating to that vehicle on or before the last day 

of the month following that in which the previous licence or exemption certificate expired or 

pays an amount less than the correct amount payable shall pay to the registering officer for 

the benefit of the Road Fund, in addition to the appropriate fee, a prescribed penalty for eve-

ry month or part of a month during which the fee is so unpaid or underpaid,” reads Section 

36 of the Vehicle Licensing and Registration Act 

 

In a telephone interview Mr Jeremiah Bamu of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 

Rights confirmed that the   hearing will be held on Tuesday, 12 June 2012at 

15:00 hours before Justice Andrew Mutema.  

 

“The argument is that Section 36 of the Vehicle Licensing and Registration Act 

provides for a 30 day grace period compelling motorists to acquire new license 

discs and comply with the law.  So in this case ZINARA and Zimbabwe Republic 

Police decision to penalise motorists is in contravention of the Act as motorists, by 

law, should only be penalised after 30 June 2012,”said Bamu. 

 

The conduct and actions of ZINARA and Police Commissioner-General Augustine 
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Chihuri are indeed against Section 3 of the Administrative Justice Act, which pro-

vides that, „an administrative authority which has the responsibility or power to 

take any administrative action which may affect the rights, interests or legitimate 

expectations of any person shall act lawfully, reasonably and in a fair manner‟. 

According to Newsday an estimated 580 000 motorists had failed to beat the 

deadline of 30 May 2012. To make matters worse ZIMPOST has been blaming 

power cuts for the long queues and backlog.    

 

Meanwhile, ZINARA‟s statement has also created some confusion as Police in Bu-

lawayo have refused to ticket motorists without new vehicle licences saying they 

did not take orders from the ZINARA and have maintained that they are awaiting 

communication from ZINARA through the Police General Headquarters (PGHG) in 

Harare. 

 

However police In Harare and other towns are reported to have mounted road 

blocks and are penalising $10 to motorists without new licence discs. Harare City 

Council Officers, on Friday the 8th of June 2012 were clamping motor vehicles in 

the Central Business District of Harare (CBD) without new licence disc forcing the 

motorists to pay $57 fine or risk getting their cars being impounded. Although,  

The Herald of 9 June 2012, reported that the police had been ordered to stop pe-

nalising motorist  a survey cocnducted  by  The Coalition to Mugunje 

(Mashonaland West) revealed that some motorist were still being fined for not 

showing new licence discs showing the confusion instigated by ZINARA‟s decision.  

The motor vehicle licence disc purchase extension period, arbitrary cut by ZI-

NARA, is day light robbery and an infringement on the rights of motorists. It has 

become norm for parastals in Zimbabwe including ZESA, GMB and ZINARA to take 

Zimbabweans for granted and continue to rob them of their hard earned money 

and infringe on their rights. ZINARA, being a public authority should conduct itself 

in accordance with the law and should protect citizens by operating in their best 

interest rather than punishing them for confusion caused by ZINARA itself, as well 

as inefficient services at payment centres where long queues have become the or-

der of the day.    
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